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W A R N I N G 
 

 EXCAVATION PROCEDURES MAY BE VERY DANGEROUS 
 
 A TRAINED COMPETENT PERSON SHALL: SUPERVISE ALL EXCAVATION 
OPERATIONS, ENSURE THAT ALL PERSONNEL ARE WORKING IN SAFE CONDITIONS, 
AND HAVE THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF THIS TABULATED DATA. THE COMPETENT 
PERSON SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO STOP WORK WHEN IT IS UNSAFE FOR 
WORKERS TO ENTER AN EXCAVATION. 

 
 ALL PERSONNEL SHALL BE TRAINED IN CORRECT EXCAVATION PROCEDURES, 
PROPER USE OF THE PROTECTIVE SYSTEM AND ALL SAFETY PRECAUTIONS. 

 
 EXCAVATIONS AND PROTECTIVE SYSTEMS SHALL BE INSPECTED AT LEAST DAILY 
AND WHENEVER THERE IS A CHANGE OF SOIL, WATER OR OTHER JOB SITE 
CONDITIONS. 

 
 ALL LIFTING AND PULLING EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING CABLES, SLINGS, CHAINS, 
SHACKLES AND SAFETY HOOKS SHALL BE EVALUATED FOR SUITABILITY AND 
CAPACITY, AND SHALL BE INSPECTED FOR DAMAGE OR DEFECTS PRIOR TO USE. 

 
 ALL INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL OF SHORING AND SHIELDING SHALL BE FROM 
ABOVE GROUND ONLY. 

 
 DO NOT ALLOW PERSONNEL TO ENTER AN EXCAVATION THAT IS NOT PROPERLY 
SHORED, SHIELDED OR SLOPED. 

 
 PERSONNEL SHALL ALWAYS WORK WITHIN THE SHORING AND SHIELDING. 
PERSONNEL SHALL NOT STAND ON THE EDGE OF AN UNSHORED EXCAVATION. 

 
 ALL PERSONNEL SHALL ENTER AND EXIT EXCAVATIONS ONLY WITHIN SHIELDED 
OR SHORED AREAS. 

 
SPEED SHORE'S "MANUFACTURER'S TABULATED DATA" IS A GENERAL SET OF GUIDELINES 
AND TABLES TO ASSIST THE COMPETENT PERSON IN SELECTING A SAFETY SYSTEM AND 
THE PROPER SHORING OR SHIELDING EQUIPMENT. THE COMPETENT PERSON HAS SOLE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR JOB SITE SAFETY AND THE PROPER SELECTION AND INSTALLATION 
AND REMOVAL OF THE SHORING OR SHIELDING EQUIPMENT.  
 
THIS TABULATED DATA IS NOT INTENDED TO BE USED AS A JOB SPECIFIC EXCAVATION 
SAFETY PLAN, BUT SHALL BE USED BY THE COMPETENT PERSON TO SUPPLEMENT HIS 
TRAINING, HIS EXPERIENCE AND HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE JOB CONDITIONS AND SOIL 
TYPE.  
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SPEED SHORE 
TABULATED DATA 

 
 
1.0 SCOPE 

 
1.1 Speed Shore's Tabulated Data complies with the O.S.H.A. standards as stated in the Code of Federal 

Regulations 29, Part 1926, Subpart P - Excavations, Section 1926.652(c)(2). This data shall only be 
used by the contractor's competent person in the selection of Speed Shore Slide Rail Systems. The 
competent person shall be experienced and knowledgeable in trenching and excavation procedures, 
soil identification and in the use of Speed Shore Slide Rail Systems. 

1.2 All personnel involved in the installation, removal and use of Slide Rail Systems shall be trained in 
their use and advised of appropriate safety procedures. All operating instructions must be followed. 

1.3 This data is based, in whole or in part, upon requirements stated in CFR 29, Part 1926 and applicable 
portions of CFR 29, Part 1910. The competent person shall know and understand the requirements of 
those parts before using this data. 

1.4 Whenever there is a variance between this Tabulated Data and CFR 29, Part 1926, Subpart P - 
Excavations, this Tabulated Data shall take precedence. Whenever a topic or subject is not contained 
in this Tabulated Data, the competent person shall refer to CFR 29, Part 1926, Subpart P - 
Excavations. 

1.5 Tables MSS-1 shall be used only in excavations with soil conditions as noted. For other soil and 
excavation conditions and depths, site-specific engineered designs are required. Contact Speed Shore 
Corporation for assistance 

1.6 This Tabulated Data is applicable for standard products manufactured exclusively by Speed Shore 
Corporation and may only be used with Speed Shore manufactured products. Any modification or 
repair of Speed Shore products not specifically authorized by Speed Shore Corporation voids this 
data. 

1.7 This data refers to the Code of Federal Regulations, 29, Parts 1910 and 1926. In states that have their 
own state O.S.H.A. refer to similar regulations in the current construction rules published by the state 
office of Occupational Safety and Health. 

 
2.0 SOIL CLASSIFICATIONS 
 

2.1 In order to use the data presented in Tables MSS-1, the soil type or types, in which the excavation is 
cut must first be determined by the competent person according to the O.S.H.A. soil classifications as 
set forth in CFR 29, Part 1926, Subpart P, Appendix A. 

2.2 Table MSS-1 is for soil Types A,B, C, and C-60. See 2.3 definition for C-60 soil. 
2.3 Type C-60 soil is a moist, cohesive soil or a moist dense granular soil, which does not fit into Type A 

or Type B classifications and is not flowing or submerged. This material can be cut with near vertical 
sidewalls and will stand unsupported long enough to allow the Slide Rail Systems to be properly 
installed. The competent person must monitor the excavation for signs of deterioration of the soil as 
indicated by, but not limited to, freely seeping water or flowing soil entering the excavation around or 
below the sheeting.  An alternate design for less stable Type C soil will be required where there is 
evidence of deterioration. 

2.4 Water flowing into an excavation, from either above or below ground, will cause a decrease in the 
stability of the soil. Therefore, the competent person shall take action to prevent water from entering 
the excavation and remove any water that accumulates in the excavation. Closer monitoring of the 
soil is required under wet conditions, particularly in less cohesive (weaker) soil conditions. A small 
amount of water, or flowing conditions, may downgrade the soil classification to a less stable 
classification. A large amount of water, or flowing conditions, may downgrade all soils to O.S.H.A. 
Type C. Speed Shore shoring and shielding systems may be used safely in wet conditions when the 
excavation is monitored by the competent person. Example: When repairing a leak in utility lines, it 
is often difficult or even impossible, to keep water out of the excavation.  
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3.0 BASIC AND LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA 
 
3.1 Table MSS-1 shows the maximum excavation depth that Speed Shore Slide Rail Systems may be 

used for the lengths of the panels shown in column 1. 
3.2 Table MSS-1 is for O.S.H.A. soil Types A,B, C and C-60. Sec 2.3 for definition of C-60 soil. 
3.3 For depths deeper than 32 ft. consult Speed Shore. 
3.4 Vertical spacing of spreaders in limited by the strength of the Vertical Slide Rail Post. The bending 

moment strength of the Slide Rail Post is 504,700 ft.-lb. 
 
 
TABLE MSS-1 
 

NOMINAL CAPACITY MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE DEPTH (FEET) 
PANEL   TYPE A TYPE B-35 TYPE B-45 TYPE C-60 TYPE C 

LENGTH P.S.F. SOIL SOIL SOIL SOIL SOIL 
FEET             
12 feet 3,500 32 32 32 32 32 
16 feet 2,000 32 32 32 32 28 
20 feet 1,300 32 32 31 24 19 

 
 
 
 

                                             
 
 

                                                                    


